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Note to Self: Keep Lent
Dear Craig:
This Lent, you heard about Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by night. How regularly the virus, the stock market, the
election, climate change, racism, discrimination against the LGBTQIA+ community, gun violence, and, especially dear to
your heart, your church’s exclusion of persons who live with disabilities, not to mention the changes and chances that
are part of individual, familial, congregational, synodical, and churchly life, have caused long stretches of your Lenten
journey to feel like a moonless walk in the woods well after midnight.
How often you find yourself sitting where that woman with a bucket once sat, alone by a well, either as a consequence of
your sin or because you are fed up with the self-righteousness of others. And you cannot avoid those moments when,
like Mary and Martha, you stand outside the tomb of someone or something you love, reluctant to roll away the stone
and breathe in the stench of the demise and decay of whomever or whatever you hold most dear.
How you want to offer a word that is profound, reassuring, emboldening. Even more, how you long to receive such a
word. Stop and listen. Walking through the night, sitting by the well, standing outside the tomb, Jesus’ word to you is
simple and clear: “Keep Lent!” If you were preaching, you would repeat it: “Keep Lent!” This year do not keep Lent out of
piety but out of necessity. Prayer, fasting, almsgiving, repentance, and acts of charity–the discipline of Lent–provide the
compass that will guide you as you make your way forward through the woods on this moonless night. They are the
bucket with which you draw living water from the spring of your baptism into Christ. They are the courage and force
that roll away the stone and unbind the grave cloths that work so hard to entomb you. The Holy Spirit is using the
disciplines of Lent to help you know Jesus is with you in the night, responding to your questions at the well, and calling
you and those you love out of death to new life. From somewhere deep inside you, the spring of living water bubbles up
in trust that Jesus is transforming despair into hope, fear into calm, chaos into conviction. Keep Lent. Keep keeping
Lent.
This Lent, you heard that, after Jesus dismissed the devil, suddenly, angels came and waited on him. Perhaps the best
decision you made was to keep Lent by being conscious of and grateful for the angels that wait on you. Cathy tops the
list. How would you have managed your meeting in Chicago without her? And have you noticed how Chelsey always
responds when you call? And I am glad that you count as grace a staff that works so well together and is moving in the
same direction, rather than taking such things for granted. And there are the special angels that came to you this Lent:
the pastor who left you a voicemail of encouragement, the pastor who left you a voicemail of prayer, the pastor daily
calling and texting to make sure you are writing, exercising, and eating well.
Craig, keep Lent. Keep keeping Lent, not out of piety but out of necessity. You need to.
Peace, Craig
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Anti-Racism Seminar
Part Two
The second weekend of the Doing Our Own Work seminar continued the focus of helping those of us who are
white understand the privilege we carry. The issue we focused on was how we can interrupt the inherent racism
that exists where we live, work, pray, study and volunteer.
Ironically, when we think of racism we often focus only on the racism that is lived out in relationship to people of
African descent. Our second weekend began with a focus on a particular racism that is found in Michigan as we
relate to peoples of Native American descent. Our speakers were Eric Hemenway and Emily Proctor, both Native
Americans working for racial justice in our own ‘backyard’ of Michigan. Eric’s statement that “America is what
happened to indigenous people" helped us to understand the atrocities that were forced upon the Native American
communities throughout our United States of America.
Eric Hemenway is an Anishnaabe/Odawa from Cross Village, Michigan. Eric is the Director of Archives and
Records for the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Harbor Springs, Michigan. His duties include
collecting historical information, curating that info and using it to help tell the story of the Odawa. This
storytelling includes exhibits, signage, publications, lesson plans, media, and public engagements, with partners
in the national parks, state parks, international museums and schools across the state. Eric has also been active in
the repatriation of ancestral, native human remains under the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act. Eric currently sits on boards for the Michigan Historical Commission, Michigan Humanities
Council, and Little Traverse Conservancy.
Emily Proctor, MSW, BASW, earned her degrees from Michigan State University - School of Social Work. She is a
citizen of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Harbor Springs, Michigan, and serves as a Tribal
Extension Educator, Community, Food & Environment Institute for Michigan Trial Communities, with her home
office located in Emmet County, Michigan State University Extension. As the Tribal Extension Educator her
projects include the development, delivery, and evaluation of educational programs in the areas of Tribal
Governance, Gerontology, Diversity, and Leadership. She is a Tribal Council member for her Tribal Nation. She has
also worked as a Child Protective Services Worker and associate Child Welfare Commissioner, and was elected
three times as the Speaker of the Annual Community for her Tribal Nation.
The weekend continued with a focus on the various identities each of us brings as we do the work of racial justice
in our local, regional and national communities. We looked at the various “spheres of inﬂuence” where we can
make a difference in the ways that we promote racial justice. The multi-cultural lens through we must “see” the
world include institutional, interpersonal, cultural, and personal understandings of who we are as members of the
human race. We were given the opportunity to explore the multi-dimensional aspects of prejudice and racial
justice. In addition to race, these dimensions include gender, sexual orientation, age, education, disability, class/
class background, ethnicity, family configuration, immigrant status, relationship status, religious background, size,
nationality, language and employment.
Finally, we focused on the role that anger and hatred play in the multi- dimensional aspects of racism. Hatred is
the fury of those who do not share goals of racial justice. Anger is the grief that we experience as we see racism
rampant in our local communities and our world. As allies passionately committed to eliminating the systems of
oppression present in our spheres of inﬂuence, we must learn to channel our own anger so that we can bring our
full selves to the work of racial justice. This work is essentially the journey of a lifetime. We are called to be
faithful to the work even in the face of systems that perpetuate all the spheres of racism.
Next month Part Three will continue the journey toward racial justice.
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.
(Martin Luther King, Jr.)
Rev. Rosanne M. Anderson
Assistant to the Bishop

Bishop’s Newsletter

March 2020

Coronavirus Resources
Like much of the global population, the ELCA is concerned about the Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. With the
outbreaks in the United States and around the world being classified as a pandemic, congregations and houses of
worship need to be well-informed and well-prepared. The ELCA has developed resources that offer guidance as we
minster to and engage with each other, and within our communities, as the body of Christ.
We encourage everyone to stay informed and prioritize the safety of themselves and their communities. Two
trusted sources of information about this disease are the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the World Health
Organization (WHO). Both sources release the most up-to-date information on the disease and have developed a
variety of resources regarding prevention and response.
Symptoms of the virus include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, to varying degrees. The virus is spread through
droplets, which means that it is passed through direct contact. For example, if someone coughs into their hand and
then touches your hand, and you touch your mouth, you would be at risk of infection. Increasing our care around
health and hygiene right now is very important as it will help reduce the chance of a major outbreak.
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer has urged schools, community groups and businesses to consider cancelling
gatherings or events with more than 100 people. ELCA and Episcopal Bishops in Michigan have issued a statement
in response, encouraging congregations to suspend in-person worship until the end of March (See Below). Bishop
Satterlee has shared a letter with information and recommendations to help congregational leaders make an
informed decision about in-person worship (See Below).
The ELCA has created resources including a congregational planning checklist, prayers, live-streaming
recommendations and a resource for worship in times of public health concern.
Information and Resources can be found at: https://www.mittensynod.org/news/coronavirus-resources/

Joint Statement on Coronavirus
Friends in Christ,
As your bishops, we care deeply for the well-being of
all our people and for the communities we serve. As
Christians, we are called always to love one another as
God loves us, caring for the most vulnerable among us.
There are many unknowns about this public health
crisis, but this much is clear — social distancing is an
essential part of our collective response.
Many of you may have already seen Governor
Whitmer’s new advisory this morning urging people to
avoid large gatherings to prevent the further spread of
COVID-19. In light of this recommendation, and in
awareness that many in our congregations are
amongst the most vulnerable population, we
encourage congregations to refrain from coming
together for in-person worship for the remainder of the
month of March.

O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant
courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and
widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where
impossibilities close every door and window, grant
imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our
thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits
are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and
strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
In God’s Love,
The Rt. Rev. Whayne M. Hougland, Jr.
Bishop, The Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern and
Western Michigan
The Rev. Dr. Donald P. Kreiss
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod ELCA

As People of God, it is our moral, civic, and spiritual
obligation to care for one another by taking the
necessary steps to slow the spread of this virus and
continue to serve our communities with generosity,
hope, and joy.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry
Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan

For more specific recommendations and information,
please read Bishop Satterlee’s full letter below.

The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Ph.D.
Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod ELCA

The Rt. Rev. Rayford Ray
Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan
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Bishop Satterlee’s Letter on Coronavirus
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This letter is intended to be read along with the joint COVID-19 statement issued by the ELCA and the Episcopal
Church bishops in Michigan. Given the information we have about the current spreading of the COVID-19 virus and our
governor’s advisory, I hope this will provide you with the resources needed to help you make an informed decision
about Sunday gatherings.
Governor Whitmer’s advisory discourages gatherings of 100 people or more. Not all of our congregations expect to see
this level of attendance; however, nearly all of our congregations include a significant portion of members whose age
or health condition makes them more vulnerable than others. This makes a difficult decision even more difficult.
While I will not and cannot mandate a suspension of worship in any congregation, I encourage rostered ministers to
consider your members and make the best decision for your congregation. Consult with your congregational
leadership before making any announcements and should you make a collective decision to suspend worship, I urge
you to do so incrementally. Identify a time (for example, the remaining Sundays in March) and plan on a return to
Sunday worship directly following, acknowledging that plans may change.
During this time, maintain active communication with your community. Employ weekly updates so that members and
friends are informed. Websites and social media will be critical tools during this time, so make sure they are up to date
and accurate. I encourage rostered ministers to plan for and announce times when you will be available for individual
counseling, prayer, and communion for congregants who desire such. Designate a place in the building where
individuals may come to pray by themselves. Simply allowing the building to go dark for an uncertain length of time
risks damage to the community. Make arrangements for members to continue to give their offerings even if they are
not present.
I do not encourage or support video Eucharist. Though we do not know how long the present situation will last, I am
certain it will not last forever. We will gather in worship as a community again. We will be fed at God’s table again. And
we trust that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. Let this time be a Lenten fast from the sacrament, so that
our Easter joy may be even greater when we are welcomed again to taste and see that the Lord is good.
If you should thoughtfully decide to carry on with Sunday worship, please follow these practices in order to care for
those who are at a higher risk.
•Avoid physical contact with others, including shaking hands, hugging, and kissing. Share the peace verbally,
with a bow or with a wave.
•Eliminate the use of high-touch items. This may include printing hymns in bulletins vs. using hymnals; Not
reusing bulletins for a second service; and collecting offering without passing the plate – instead, creating a
station where offerings may be placed.
•Increase cleaning and sanitizing practices. Disinfect smooth surfaces, the communion rail, door handles, and
bathrooms after every event.
•Offer only bread at communion during this time and distribute it from hand to hand only. As Lutherans, we trust
that Christ is fully present in both elements of Holy Communion. All ministers and communion assistants must
wash/sanitize hands before distributing.
•Consider that choir members may be particularly susceptible to infection because of the physical demands of
singing. This may be a time to suspend choir practice and choral performance during worship.
•Fonts in which members to dip their hands as they enter or leave worship spaces should be emptied and cleaned
during this time.
•And finally, if you are not well, stay home!
Additional updates and resources can be found at: https://www.mittensynod.org/news/coronavirus-resources/
I and our Synod staff will do our best to keep you informed, offer advice, and keep you in our prayers.
Peace,
The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop
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Women’s Ordination Jubilee 2020
In 2020, the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, as well as the rest of the
ELCA, will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women. To
recognize this anniversary, our synod will be hosting two events and two
projects. The first event will be part of our annual Synod Assembly (May 14-16,
2020) and will feature keynote speakers and worship. The second event
(September 19, 2020) will be an education day with Dr. Karoline
Lewis, Professor of Homiletics at Luther Seminary and will conclude with a
gala dinner.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/38zQPyA
The projects include a video that will share the stories of some of the ordained women in our Synod and a digital
collection of sermons written by women from across the synod. All rostered women are invited to submit a sermon
for publication. The sermons will be based on the Revised Common Lectionary, complementary series for Year B
(2020-2021). The goal is to have the broadest diversity of voices across all texts. Texts are available on a first-come,
first-serve basis.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/37m1kUE

Middle Tennessee Tornado
Last week, a powerful tornado ripped though Nashville and other parts of Tennessee, leaving destruction in its
wake. At least 24 people have been killed, buildings and homes have been destroyed, and thousands of people are
without power. Lutheran Disaster Response is working with those in the impacted area, incising the ELCA
Southeastern Synod, Inspiritus, and local congregations, to respond with immediate relief.
How You Can Help:
Give to the Southeastern Synod Disaster Response: https://bit.ly/2Q3Ui0L
Give to Lutheran Disaster Response’s US Tornado Fund: https://bit.ly/2QmGzCL
Additional Resources and Information: https://bit.ly/2xxQTBj

ELCA Church Council Votes to Remove “Vision and Expectations”
At their meeting on March 8, the ELCA Church Council voted to remove “Vision and Expectations” from use in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Disciplinary standards for rostered ministers are outlined in “Definitions
and Guidelines for Discipline.” The council encourages people to read the document, which states:
“As an expression of its life in the gospel of Jesus Christ, this church embraces disciplinary processes of counseling,
admonition and correction, with the objective of forgiveness, reconciliation and healing. Simultaneously, out of deep
concern for effective extension of the gospel, this church remains alert to the high calling of discipleship in Jesus
Christ.”
“Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline” should be distinguished and recognized by the whole church as the
document by which leaders are held accountable, as established by section 20.21 in the ELCA constitution.
Candidates for rostered ministry are held to the standards set forth in “Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline.” All
relevant documents and manuals, including candidacy and mobility documents, will be updated by June 1, 2020, to
reﬂect the role of “Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline” in defining the grounds for discipline.
Read More: https://bit.ly/3aPWD7Q
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North/West Lower Michigan Assembly 2020
May 14-16, 2020
Comfort Inn & Suites, Mt. Pleasant
The North/West Lower Michigan Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America will meet in Assembly May 14-16, 2020 at the Comfort
Inn and Suites and Conference Center in Mt. Pleasant, MI.
The theme for this year’s Assembly is derived from Psalm 68:11: “Great is
the Company of the Those who Bore the Tidings, Great is the Company of
the Women!”
Registration
Registration is now open! Early Bird Registration will conclude on April 23rd. The final day to register for the
Assembly is May 3rd. Register Now: https://bit.ly/2wiLygu
Hotel reservations must be made separately. Contact the Comfort Inn at 989-772-400 or the Fairfield Inn at
989-775-5000. Mention the group name North/West Lower Michigan Synod for a $99 rate for King or Queen room.
Hotel reservations must be made by April 23, 2020 for discount.
Table Display Registration
Display tables are available to rent for $55 per table (with elective and one outlet) or $40 per table (without electric
outlet). Table registration forms must be submitted by April 15, 2020.
Register Now: https://bit.ly/2wiLygu
Resolutions and Memorials
The time has come to submit resolutions for consideration at the 2020 Synod Assembly. Resolutions address
matters at the synod level or may be formed as requests from synods to the ELCA Church Council or units or
offices of the churchwide organization. Memorials address broad policy issues and are passed by the Synod
Assembly for consideration by the Churchwide Assembly.
Resolutions and memorials may be submitted by a voting member of the upcoming Synod Assembly, a member of
a North/West Lower Michigan Synod Committee, or a member or an agent of the North/West Lower Michigan
Synod. Each proposed resolution must include the names of at least 25 confirmed members of the Synod who
support consideration by the upcoming Synod Assembly.
More information is available on the Synod website: https://bit.ly/2wiLygu. Resolutions and memorials must be
submitted electronically by March 20, 2020 to annstavros@mittensynod.org.
Nominations for Synod Council
We are seeking nominations for nine positions on Synod Council for elections at the 2020 Synod Assembly. A list
of open positions, nomination form, and information about the responsibilities of Synod Council members are now
available on the Synod website: https://bit.ly/2wiLygu. The deadline to submit nominations is March 31, 2020.
For more information about Synod Assembly, visit the Assembly page of the Synod website:
https://bit.ly/2If29Ho
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Synod Finances as of February 29, 2020
Current Year
February

Earth Day 2020

Prior Year

Year to Date

February

Year to Date

Revenue
Mission Support*

102,683

102,683

115,599

115,599

Other

3,174

3,174

4,247

4,247

Total

105,857

105,857

119,846

119,846

Learn More: https://bit.ly/2SErGM4

Expenses
Churchwide
Proportionate Share

This year, Earth Day turns 50! Although
only one calendar day is devoted to
celebrating the common home God
entrusted to us, congregations across the
country are working to restore and
protect earthly gifts throughout the year.
Find out how you can affirm your care for
the earth and night and take steps to
incorporate creation care into the identity
of and mission of your congregation.

51,342

51,342

57,800

57,800

Other

58,417

58,417

55,310

55,310

Total

109,759

109,759

113,110

113,110

Net Assets Released
from Restriction

0

0

0

0

Net Change to Fund
Balance

(3,902)

(3,902)

6,736

6,736

Creation Care Ambassadors
On April 4, 2020, the ELCA Advocacy
Team will be hosting a webinar training
that will equip you with the knowledge,
hands-on experience and resources to
speak and act confidently on climate
change and solutions. Any member of the
ELCA who wants to become a Creation
Care Ambassador to talk about climate
change and faith confidently and
advocate effectively for solutions at all
levels are invited to participate.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/2xpyg28

ELCA Advocacy Days
April 24-27, 2020
Registration is now open for Ecumenical Advocacy Days! The ELCA is
a sponsor of this D.C. based opportunity for worship, education,
training, and advocacy activity. This year’s theme is “Imagine! God’s
Earth and People Restored” and interfaces with the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/39HB9JY

St. Croix Mission Trip
Pastor David Sprang is organizing a group
to travel to St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands
May 22-30 to assist Lutheran Disaster
Response with rebuilding hurricane
damaged homes. We invite you to join us!
Learn More: https://bit.ly/38GPNQt

Upcoming Events
March 19-20

Lenten Retreat: Reﬂections on
Preaching

Dewitt, MI

Learn More: https://bit.ly/38tMuwH

April 4

ELCA Creation Care Ambassador
Webinar

April 18

Holle Speaker Series: Rev. Dr. Barbara R.
Rossing

Okemos, MI

Learn More: https://bit.ly/2xnlPUu

April 23

Synod Boundaries Workshop

Lansing, MI

Learn More: https://bit.ly/338xXVr

Learn More: https://bit.ly/38E9DvL
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Congregations in Transition
Note: We include congregations on the public list when the called pastor or rostered leader completes her or his ministry in the
congregation. Thus, congregations in which the pastor has resigned but is still serving are not listed here. We also do not post
calls that are accepted until Bishop Satterlee signs the Letter of Call.
Bay Conference

Rev. Emily Olsen, Dean

Faith/Saginaw

Supply Pastors/CONTRACT
ACCEPTED: Rev. John Soyster
(CA). Three-quarter time for
two years. Begins 4/23.

Hope/Marlette (part-time)

CALL ACCEPTED: Rev. Neil
Brady (NWOH). Installation
3/29.

Kalamazoo Conference

Rev. Kjersten Priddy, Dean

Stony Lake Conference

Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Dean

Sunrise Conference

Rev. Chrisy Bright, Dean

Peace/Gaylord

Supply Pastors/Interviewing

Traverse Conference

Rev. Scott Torkko, Dean

Capital Area Conference

Rev. Gary Bunge, Dean

Messiah/Roscommon

Calvary/Lansing (part-time)

Supply Pastors/Preparing
MSP

CALL ACCEPTED: Rev. Jeff
Bonn, Installation 3/15

St. Paul/Reed City

Supply Pastors/
Congregational Vote 3/22.

Rev. Matt Deames, Intentional
Interim/Interviewing

Augustana/Tustin

Supply Pastors/Awaiting
Candidate

St. Paul/East Lansing
Grace/Lansing

Rev. John Schleicher,
Contract Pastor/Interviewing

Peace/Charlotte

Supply Pastors/Awaiting
Candidate

Greater Grand Rapids
Conference

Rev. Julie Schneider-Thomas,
Dean

Bread of Life/Hudsonville

Rev. Polly Standley, Interim/
Awaiting Candidate

