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Recently, I was part of an assembly that sang, “Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.” You can listen to 
the full song here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgwGPPM2ytc. I had not sung this song (or anything 
else with a congregation) in a long time. When we came to the words, “As long as I live, Jesus, make me your 
servant,“ I began to cry and found it difficult to stop. 
  
“As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.” I thought about all that pastors, deacons, and congregational 
leaders have dealt with in the last 2 ½ years and that about sums it up. For our church’s bishops, including me, 
for pastors and deacons throughout our Synod, and for so many congregational leaders, serving Jesus is the 
hope, prayer, and goal of life. But the dirge of conflict and the cacophony of issues, some of it beautiful and 
important, seeks to drown out this song. “As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.“ So how do we get 
back to singing? 
  
The first verse provides the answer: “Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; I'll tell everybody about 
you wherever I go: you alone are our life and our peace and our love. Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I 
journey.” We reclaim our song and live as Jesus’s servants by telling everybody about Jesus, wherever we go. 
We tell that Jesus alone is our life and our peace and our love. The most important thing we can do to respond 
to the conflicts and issues we face is to become capable and comfortable telling people about Jesus in ways 
that matter to their lives and to the life of the world. After all, telling the story of Jesus invites and empowers us 
to talk about everything going on in the world, without exception, in ways that bring new life. 
  
Lord Jesus shall be my song as I journey and, as far as I have any influence, Lord Jesus shall be our Synod’s 
song as we journey. For this to happen, pastors and deacons need to preach about Jesus as Savior every 
Sunday. The question is how we connect whatever we think is so important that we need to talk about it from 
the pulpit to Jesus and not in a tangential way. This has been a long-standing concern for me, that we have 
pushed Jesus to the rear of the pulpit or even excused Jesus from the sermon altogether. In January, Fortress 
Press will publish my book on making room for Jesus in preaching and we will provide a copy for every pastor 
and deacon in our Synod that desires one. I am not plugging my book. I am naming my concern for the 
church’s future. 
  
But it is not enough for churchgoers to hear about Jesus from their pastor or deacon. People outside the church 
need to come to know Jesus and oftentimes, pastors and deacons are not the best people to tell them about 
Jesus. People are more open and receptive to hearing about Jesus from people they know and trust. So, telling 
people about Jesus is the calling of all God’s baptized people who, quite honestly, have more credibility than 
pastors and deacons with people outside the church.  
  
Talking about Jesus can be frightening. We can feel uncomfortable and unqualified. Yet, telling people about 
Jesus is the most important thing the church can do today. Therefore, we are also developing a resource that 
we plan to make available this fall so groups in congregations can learn to tell each other about Jesus and, 
when they’re comfortable, tell people in their lives and in their spheres about Jesus. Again, I am not plugging a 
book. I am trying to help us respond to what I perceive to be the church’s greatest need. 

Continued on page 2 
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I am excited for the opportunity to lead a retreat or a Zoom conversation on the preaching book and training 
sessions for congregational leaders on the resource for talking about Jesus. I am so excited about Jesus being 
the song of our journey that, if I decided today, “Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey” would provide 
the theme for our 2023 Synod Assembly and we would include time to tell one another about Jesus. 
  
If you want to do something today to make yourself feel better, more hopeful, and more empowered, listen to 
“Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song” and consider how and why it might be your song. If it is not, ask yourself 
what song about Jesus is your song and spend some time listening to that. I keep returning to, “As long as I 
live, Jesus, make me your servant.” Jesus, let it be so. 
  
Peace, 
The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop  

Synod Grants Awarded 

The North/West Lower Michigan Synod is excited to announce it recently awarded John D. Schleicher Care 
of Creation Grants and Connect Grants to congregations.  

John D. Schleicher Care of Creation Grants 
A John D. Schleicher Care of Creation Grant was awarded to Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids. The 
grant will assist in funding a land/forest management plan for the 20-acre church property, including helping 
to revitalize the forested woodland through invasive species removal and re-establishment of indigenous 
trees and shrubs, and care for existing trees.  

The purpose of the John D. Schleicher Care of Creation Grants is to inspire and assist congregations (or a 
group of congregations) of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod to respond to climate change as a matter 
of faith and discipleship. The grants are named to honor Bishop Emeritus John D. Schleicher for his 
commitment to and leadership in care of creation. 

Apply for a John D. Schleicher Care of Creation Grant: https://bit.ly/3qjDFRu  

  
Connect Grants 
A Connect Grant was awarded to Bethlehem Lutheran in Lansing for Pastor Matt Smith to receive special 
training in Congregational Vitality so that the congregation can increase their community engagement. A 
second Connect Grant was awarded to Christ the King in Gladwin to assist in revitalizing its after school 
program for youth in the community.  

Connect Grants are designed to help congregations develop new ideas and ways to meet new people, 
reconnect with people, and move those met online into greater relationship with Jesus and the church. 
Congregations should choose an idea that connects people to the life and mission of Jesus and to the 
congregation as assembled followers of Jesus. These ideas should be actionable and help the congregation 
meet people where they are.  

Apply for a Connect Grant: https://bit.ly/3t40QQZ 

https://bit.ly/3qjDFRu
https://bit.ly/3t40QQZ
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Building a Culture of Generosity 

Most of us would acknowledge that the world is different than it was just a few years ago. Stewardship used 
to be just making sure everyone got their envelopes, put money in them, and put them in the plate every 
Sunday morning. Now stewardship is different. In fact, we even shy away from the word “stewardship” 
because stewardship is so much bigger than just a check or cash in an envelope in the plate.  
  
Jesus speaks regularly about money. Not about funding a budget, but about being generous. Jesus calls us to 
be generous throughout our lives in reflection for God’s generosity to us. In the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23), generosity is usually listed first. Jesus has a generous spirit and calls us to be generous in all we do. 
This can be reflected by envelopes in offering plates, but there are many ways individuals can be generous 
and give financially to the church. 
  
As you think about how this year’s fall stewardship emphasis might look and how you might expand 
generosity and ways of giving, know that there is help. The ELCA has partnered with fundraising and 
nonprofit consultants Gronlund, Sayther, and Brunkow to host Building a Culture of Generosity, a program 
that has assisted congregations plan and carry out successful generosity programs for many years. 
  
Registration for the Fall 2022 program will open in July with the program beginning in August. There will be 
six virtual sessions and access to a wide variety of generosity resources on their website. Building a Culture 
of Generosity teaches biblical stewardship, helps people discover generosity, and begins to change the 
culture from stewardship to generosity.  
  
The cost for the program is normally $450 per congregation; however, the ELCA will be subsidizing the 
registration cost so that congregations will only pay $250. If funds are tight, please can contact me at 
davidsprang@mittensynod.org or 517-331-8497 as we can help with the cost.  
  
Learn More and Register: https://mittensynod.org/docs/ELCABCGFall22.pdf 

The Rev. David E. Sprang  
Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission

Lutheran Disaster Response: Eastern Europe Crisis 

We continue to pray for Ukraine, for peace, and for all creation. In April, the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod sent $5,000 to Lutheran World Relief to help support the people of Ukraine and provide emergency 
food, clean water, safe shelter, medical supplies, and more. 

During the season of Lent, congregations and individuals were invited to donate to the North/West Lower 
Michigan’s Synod Disaster Relief Fund. These donations totaled $4,369, which was then sent to Lutheran 
World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response International. With the donations during Lent, the North/West 
Lower Michigan has so far sent $9,369 to assist those in Ukraine. 

The Lutheran World Federation continues to accept donations to support the churches and people of 
Ukraine, who are fleeing their homes and seeking shelter, basic necessities such as food and water, 
following Russia’s military invasion of the country. Learn More: https://bit.ly/3CzoB6P  

Lutheran Disaster Response continues to accompany our companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland 
and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as the Lutheran World Federation and Church World 
Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners provide refugees with immediate 
support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Donate Now: https://bit.ly/3NACdmV  

mailto:davidsprang@mittensynod.org
https://mittensynod.org/docs/ELCABCGFall22.pdf
https://bit.ly/3CzoB6P
https://bit.ly/3NACdmV
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Tornado Relief in Gaylord, MI 
By Pastor Megan Crouch, Peace Lutheran, Gaylord 

The past few weeks in Gaylord have been overwhelming. That is the best word I can think of to describe the 
unexpected tornado that tore through our community on Friday, May 20, 2022.  Yet, it is also the best word to 
describe the outpouring of God’s love that I have been blessed to witness in the aftermath of the storm. 
Within hours of the tornado touching down in Gaylord, I received phone calls, emails, and texts from Bishop 
Satterlee, the Synod Staff, and from many of my fellow pastors throughout the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod. Everyone asked if we were okay and how they could help.  

On Saturday, May 21, Pastor David Sprang let me know that our Synod had allocated disaster relief funds and 
was working on a state level to help with emergency response in Gaylord. Thanks to those funds, Peace 
Lutheran was able to quickly step in and start helping people impacted by the storm. So far, we have helped 
a young woman whose home and place of work were destroyed by the storm safely travel to her family out 
West, provided funds to assist a local church with roof repairs, helped people with co-pays to replace car 
windows broken in the storm, bought 20 first aid kits for local distribution, supplied milk for our local food 
pantry, and made a considerable donation to United Way to help families meet emergency needs and start 
rebuilding.  

Peace Lutheran will continue to seek out ways we can walk with our community as it recovers. We are able to 
do all this because of the swift and generous response from the Synod through the Disaster Relief Fund. The 
road of recovery is long, and it will be quite some time before Gaylord is back  to “normal,” but I know we 
won’t be on that road alone, after all, a synod walks together in God’s love.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated, called, written, and lifted us up in prayer. You have truly been a 
witness of God’s love to our community during this time of need. If you would like to help, you can make a 
contribution to the Synod Disaster Relief Fund: https://mittensynod.org/donate 

https://mittensynod.org/donate
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A Living, Life-Giving Hope 
by Pastor Ellen Schoepf, Member of the Environmental Stewardship Task Force 

Climate change is taking place before our very eyes. While these changes and developments are daunting, 
we are not without hope. As people of faith, we embody a living, life-giving hope. This is not a hope that 
takes the form of passive optimism. No. Rooted in the life of the Risen Christ present in this world, the hope 
we share is a living hope that enables us to engage, act, and work to make a difference in this world.   

The Synod Environmental Stewardship Task Force invites you to develop a Green Team within your faith 
community. Pull together a small group of people interested in making a difference and begin by forming a 
Mission Statement that enables you to focus on what you can do as you work for change. A Mission Statement 
is a powerful way to engage the community in your faith-rooted commitment to address climate change. It 
should include key examples of how you will act and a call for your community to follow you. 

I serve the people of Faith Lutheran Church in Okemos and we formed a Green Team in 2016. I share with 
you our Mission Statement which we continually use as our guide: 

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of all God’s creation, especially in this time of heightened 
world-wide environmental stress, the Faith Lutheran Green Team, through thoughtful prayer and pastoral 
guidance, will: 

· propose an array of ways for members of the congregation to reduce waste by recycling and improving 
energy efficiency, both in our life together and in our homes, and 
· provide opportunities for education, engagement and, in consultation with the Congregation Council and 
other communities of faith, public advocacy in caring for this beautiful Earth. 

If you wish to receive guidance regarding this effort, I invite you to contact me at 
prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org or Linn Kracht ldkracht@gmail.com. 

Energy stewardship is one way faith communities can put faith into action support the interconnected web of 
life and free up funds for their vital ministries. The ELCA Social Statement “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, 
and Justice,” adopted nearly 30 years ago, offers a vision of God’s intention for creation and for humanity as 
creation’s caregivers. Current and future generations all deserve clean air, clean water, healthy communities, 
and a stable climate. 

Please join the North/West Lower Michigan Synod ELCA and Michigan Interfaith Power & Light for a webinar 
to learn about ways your faith community can save energy, save money, and most importantly, take further 
inspired steps to foster healing for our beleaguered, beloved common home. This webinar will be held via 
Zoom on June 21, 2022 from 8:00-9:00pm ET. A recording will be available after the event for those who are 
unable to attend.  

Register Now: https://bit.ly/3aKazoY  

https://bit.ly/3aKazoY
mailto:prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
mailto:ldkracht@gmail.com
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Synod Finances

May Year to Date

Unrestricted-Undesignated Fund

Mission Support Revenue 95,447 397,560

Other Revenue* 4,439 32,785

Net Assets Released from Restriction 0 0

Total Revenue 99,886 430,345

Churchwide Proportionate Share (50%) 47,723 198,780

Other Expenses 58,941 239,460

Total Expenses 106,665 438,240

Net Change to Fund Balance (Revenue - Expenses) (6,779) (7,895)

Beginning Fund Balance 482,174 483,290

Ending Fund Balance 475,395 475,395

Other Fund Balances

Unrestricted-Designated 642,219

Temporarily-Restricted Endowment-Related* 787,061

Temporarily-Restricted 302,538

Permanently-Restricted 1,002,547

Total - All Funds (as of 5/31/22) 3,209,761

Temporarily-Restricted Funds 

Summer is a suitable time to review your congregation’s temporarily-restricted fund policies and update them if 
needed. Temporarily-restricted funds (funds with donor restrictions) are useful in supporting specific facets of 
ministry. It is common for them to become inactive as their purpose is fulfilled or no longer relevant.  

Donors did not envision these funds accumulating in our bank accounts for several years rather than being 
used for their stated purposes. Your policy should authorize your congregation council to redirect these funds 
after a specified time of inactivity.  

Our Churchwide Office of the Treasurer provides many helpful resources for stewarding congregation finances. 
For more information, visit: https://elca.org/Resources/Financial#FinanceC  

*May 31 Endowment Fund Statements were not yet published at the time of this summary. 
The amount shown here reflects balances as of 4/30/22.

https://elca.org/Resources/Financial#FinanceC
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Upcoming Events 

June 17 Commemoration of the 
Emanuel Nine

Learn More: https://
www.elca.org/emanuelnine 

June 19 Juneteenth 

June 21 Energy Stewardship 
Webinar

Learn More: 
https://bit.ly/3QgDpNW

August 8-12 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly

Learn More: 
https://elca.org/cwa

August 29 ELCA World Hunger: 
Housing and Hunger 
Webinar

Learn More: https://bit.ly/
3Hbdtzf

September 
11

“God’s work. Our 
hands.” Sunday

Learn More: 
https://elca.org/dayofservice

Commemoration of the Emanuel Nine 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly designated June 17 as the commemoration of the martyrdom of the 
Emanuel 9. Resources are available and can be adapted for virtual worship, online conversation, or individual 
reflection and devotion. Learn more: https://www.elca.org/emanuelnine  

Several events are being held between June 15 and June 24 in commemoration of the Emanuel Nine. Among 
these is an Emanuel Nine Nationwide Bible Study on June 17 at 7:00pm, ET.  
Learn more: https://emanuelnine.org/2022-commemoration/  

Juneteenth  

Sunday, June 19 is Juneteenth, a holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. The ELCA 
has provided worship resources to help congregations mark this day. Learn more: https://bit.ly/3O2DBOW 

COVID-19 Resources 
 
Vaccination continues to be the most 
important public health action to end the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Everyone aged 5 and 
older is eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 
Everyone aged 12 and older is eligible for a 
booster. Those ages 50 and up or those 
immunocompromised may choose to receive a 
second booster. 

 Learn more: https://bit.ly/3iDnU3V 

We continue to post updates and information 
pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic on our 
website.  

View all resources: http://bit.ly/3rL2fsF 

ELMM Fall Events  

Save the date for Equipping Leaders for Mission and 
Ministry (ELMM)’s fall events! All events will be held via 
Zoom. Learn more: https://elmm.org/events 

Exodus, Covenant, and Wilderness 
Professor Rachel Wrenn 
September 16-17, 2022 

Prophets Before the Exile 
Professor George Heider 
October 14-15, 2022 

A History of God’s People 
Professor George Heider 
November 11-12, 2022 

This June, we recognize and 
celebrate our members of the 

LGBTQIA+ community and give 
thanks for them as siblings in 

the body of Christ.  

For LGBTQIA+ resources visit: 
https://www.elca.org/lgbtq  

https://www.elca.org/emanuelnine
https://bit.ly/3QgDpNW
https://elca.org/cwa
https://bit.ly/3Hbdtzf
https://elca.org/dayofservice
https://bit.ly/3iDnU3V
http://bit.ly/3rL2fsF
https://elmm.org/events
https://www.elca.org/emanuelnine
https://emanuelnine.org/2022-commemoration/
https://bit.ly/3O2DBOW
https://www.elca.org/lgbtq
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Congregations in Transition 

Note:  We include congregations on the public list when the called pastor or rostered leader completes her or his ministry 
in the congregation. Thus, congregations in which the pastor has resigned but is still serving are not listed here. We also do 
not post calls that are accepted until Bishop Satterlee signs the Letter of Call.  

Bay Conference Rev. Emily Olsen, Dean

Faith/Saginaw Pastor John Soyster, Interim / 
Interviewing

Messiah/Bay City Pastor Andreas Teich retiring. 
Last Sunday October 30.

Our Savior/Saginaw  
(Part-Time)

Pastor Dan Stonebeck, Stated 
Supply / Preparing MSP

Trinity/Midland Pastor Gerald Ferguson last 
Sunday, June 19 / Preparing 
MSP

Zion/Freeland Pastor Dan Stonebeck, Stated 
Supply / Preparing MSP

Capital Area Conference Rev. Gary Bunge, Dean

All Saints/Mason 
(Part-Time)

Pastor Erick Johnson, Stated 
Supply / Interviewing

Christ/Michigan Center Pastor Michael Anderson, 
Stated Supply / Preparing 
MSP

Trinity/Hillsdale Pastor Dennis Smith, Interim / 
Interviewing

Greater Grand Rapids 
Conference

Rev. Julie Schneider-
Thomas, Dean

Christ/Wyoming Pastor Polly Standley, 
Interim / CALL ACCEPTED: 
Pastor Rob Schmidt

Kalamazoo Conference Rev. Joan Oleson, Dean

Hope/Plainwell  
(Part-Time)

Pastor Julie Winklepleck, 
Stated Supply / CALL 
ACCEPTED: Pastor Nicole 
Smith. Installation June 22.

St. John/Baroda 
(Part-Time)

Pastor Vicky Blough, Stated 
Supply /Interviewing

Lutheran Church of the 
Savior/Kalamazoo

Supply Pastors / Preparing 
MSP

Messiah/Constantine  
(Part-Time)

Pastor Tom Pederson, Stated 
Supply

St. Peter/Battle Creek Pastor Cheryl Johnson and 
Pastor Michael Anton, 
Stated Supply / Preparing 
MSP

Stony Lake Conference Rev. Sarah Samuelson, 
Dean

Harbor of Grace/Muskegon Pastor Jane Mountain 
retiring July 31. Pastor Jack 
Ferra will begin as Interim 
in August.

Sunrise Conference Rev. Chrisy Bright, Dean

St. Paul/Alpena Seeking a part-time 
assistant pastor

Traverse Conference Rev. Jonathan Reid, Dean


