
 

 

 
 
April 24, 2019 
 
 
2019 NWLM Rostered Leaders and Synod Assembly Voting Members, 
 
 
This letter includes information regarding the process to be used for the upcoming 
bishop election that will take place at our 2019 synod assembly.  Electing a bishop 
is one of the most important responsibilities in the life of our synod and a key 
responsibility of the synod assembly.  As an election, it is a process governed by the 
constitution, bylaws, and continuing resolutions of the synod; however, it is also a 
call process.  As such, it involves discernment, from the perspective both of 
individual potential nominees and of the synod as a whole. 
 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  [Isaiah 6:8] 

 
Synod Council is responsible for facilitating the bishop election process at the 2019 
Synod Assembly as Bishop Satterlee’s first 6-year term comes to a close on August 
31, 2019.  The bishop election process that will be followed at our Synod Assembly 
in 2019 is as follows: 
 

2019 North/West Lower Michigan Synod Bishop Election Process (SC17.12.10): 
• The bishop shall be elected by ecclesiastical ballot by the Synod Assembly 

(NWLM Synod Constitution S9.04). 
• When the incumbent bishop is eligible and available to serve another term, 

the election by the Synod Assembly for the next term shall be by 
ecclesiastical ballot, without a “Potential Nominee” pre-identification 
process. 

• If there is not an incumbent bishop eligible for re-election, the Synod Council 
will partner with the Conference Deans and other Synod Leaders to facilitate 
a “Potential Nominee” pre-identification process – based on the process 
used for the 2013 NWLM Synod Bishop election. 

 



 

 

Bishop and Cathy Satterlee have discerned that, if this Synod and God desire it, they 
are available to serve a second term (refer to the March 2018 Bishop Newsletter).  
Based on Bishop Satterlee’s eligibility and stated openness to serve another term 
if elected, Synod Council has appointed a Bishop Election Committee to facilitate 
the election process at the 2019 Synod Assembly using the constitutionally 
required ecclesiastical ballot process without a “Potential Nominee” pre-
identification process in advance of the assembly. 
 
The following synod members have been appointed to serve on the Bishop Election 
Committee: 

The Rev. Christina Bright – co-Chair 
Ms. Sandy Schlesinger – co-Chair 
Ms. Peggy Burns 
Mr. Bob Kamphuis 
Ms. Diane Madej  
Ms. Christine Mwanyika 
Ms. Caroline Peterson 
Mr. Bill Trevarthen 
Ms. Linda Wicander 

 
This Committee will partner with The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary who 
will preside over all aspects of the Bishop election.  The process to be followed is 
outlined in section S9.04. of the NWLM Synod Constitution: 
 

S9.04. The bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly by ecclesiastical ballot. 
Three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election on the first 
ballot. If no one is elected, the first ballot shall be considered the nominating 
ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the second ballot shall be 
necessary for election. The third ballot shall be limited to the seven persons 
(plus ties) who received the greatest number of legal votes on the second ballot, 
and two-thirds of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. The fourth 
ballot shall be limited to the three persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest 
number of legal votes on the third ballot, and 60 percent of the legal votes cast 
shall be necessary for election. On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal 
votes cast shall be necessary for election. These ballots shall be limited to the 
two persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on the 
previous ballot. 



 

 

Within the agenda of the 2019 NWLM Synod Assembly, key activities related to 
the 2019 NWLM Synod Bishop Election include: 
 
Plenary 1 – Thursday, May 16 (evening) 
• Introduction of the Election Process for Office of the Bishop of the NWLM 

Synod–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 
• Scripture, Reflection, and Prayer:  Esther 4:1-14–Bp. Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt, 

Southern Ohio Synod 
• First Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the NWLM Synod 
 
Plenary 2 – Friday, May 17 (morning) 
• Report of Elections Committee on First Ballot for Bishop 
• Nominees for Bishop seeking to withdraw their name must do so by 11:00 AM 
• Scripture, Reflection, Prayer: Acts 9:1-22 –Bp. Daniel Beaudoin, NW Ohio 

Synod 
• Second Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the NWLM Synod, if necessary 
 
Plenary 3 – Friday, May 17 (afternoon) 
• Report of Elections Committee on the Second Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 
 Nomination Bios for Top 7 Nominees due by 3:15 PM, if necessary 
 Nomination Bio Forms, Background Check approval forms, and Disclosure 

Forms are available on the synod assembly website. 
• Intro to the Top Seven Nominees for Bishop who will be on the Third Ballot, if 

necessary (five-minute speeches) 
• Prayer 
• Third Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the NWLM Synod, if necessary 
 
Plenary 4 – Saturday May 18 (morning) 
• Report of Elections Committee on the Third Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 
• Q&A session for the Top Three Nominees for Bishop who will be on the Fourth 

Ballot, if necessary 
 The session will be moderated by the NWLM Synod VP based on questions 

finalized by the Bishop Election Committee in advance of the assembly 
• Prayer 
• Fourth Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the NWLM Synod, if necessary 
• Report of Elections Committee on the Fourth Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 
• Prayer 

http://www.mittensynod.org/events/assembly/


 

 

Plenary 4 – Saturday May 18 (morning - continued) 
• Fifth Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the NWLM Synod, if necessary 
• Report of Elections Committee on the Fifth Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 
 
To summarize, the bishop election process to be followed includes the following 
(refer also to Appendix A): 
 

 

(updated based on Agenda as of 08-May-19)  

 

Regarding the questions to be asked during the Q&A Session for Top 3 Nominees 
(if needed), the Bishop Election Committee has formulated a list of questions and 
the order to be asked.  We used Q&A questions from our past two bishop elections 
(in 2007 and 2013) along with a list of multiple questions used in other synod bishop 
elections as a starting point for our work.  We then finalized a total of seven 
questions that we believe will be meaningful to our 2019 NWLM synod bishop 
election process.  Note that there are an additional six questions included in the 
Nomination Biographical Form (available on the synod assembly website) that will 
be completed by the Top 7 Nominees in writing (vs. an impromptu 90-second 
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verbal response).  Questions finalized by the Committee for the Q&A portion of the 
election process will be different than or may probe a bit further within these 
questions.  In addition, the final “Top 3 Nominee” Q&A questions will not be 
published in advance to preserve the “impromptu response” aspect of the session. 
 
As stated earlier, in past elections within our synod the Bishop Election Committee 
has had the responsibility to shape and finalize the final set of 6-7 Q&A questions 
on behalf of Synod Council and the voting members.  This year, if a synod assembly 
voting member has a suggested question for consideration that has not already 
been addressed within the NWLM Synod Bishop Nominee Biographical Form, 
they can forward their question to either Pr. Chrisy Bright at cmbmsu@gmail.com 
or me at the e-mail address below (Bishop Election Co-Chairs) by 5 PM on Friday, 
May 3, 2019, and we will make sure the Bishop Election Committee considers this 
input.  We cannot guarantee that the submitted questions will be included in the 
final set of questions, but they will be considered by the Committee. 
 
Refer to the synod assembly website for additional documents and forms related 
to the synod bishop election.  Rostered leaders who are considering a possible call 
to this important leadership position are encouraged to review and consider 
drafting responses within the forms in advance of the assembly (specifically the 
NWLM Synod Bishop Nominee Biographical form, the Disclosure Statement form, 
and the Background Check Authorization and Release form) in order to take the 
time needed outside of the “hustle and bustle” of the assembly to shape thoughtful 
and complete responses.  Completed forms for the Top 7 Nominees for Synod 
Bishop will be due prior to Ballot 3 as indicated above. 
 
As the 2019 Bishop Election Committee Co-chairs, we are looking forward to the 
work of the Holy Spirit that will take place through the ecclesiastical ballot process 
during our time together in May.  Contact either of us with any question regarding 
the 2019 Bishop Election process. 
 
 
Pr. Christina Bright Sandy Schlesinger 
New Life Lutheran – Spruce NWLM Synod Vice President 
E-mail:  cmbmsu@gmail.com E-mail:  sandyschlesinger@gmail.com 
Cell:  (989) 464-8296 Cell:  (989) 859-7843 

mailto:cmbmsu@gmail.com
http://www.mittensynod.org/events/assembly/
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APPENDIX A.  Summary of Bishop Election Activities within the 2019 Synod 
Assembly Agenda (updated based on Agenda as of 08-May-19) 

 

CALLED TO BE LIVING STONES IN A CHANGING WORLD 

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD ASSEMBLY  

May 16-18, 2019 
Comfort Inn & Suites Conference Center 

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 16 

 Assembly Committee Meetings – Stadium Room/Assembly Office 

 3:30 PM: Bishop Election Committee (review of activities prior to the start 
of the assembly) 

 4:00 PM:  General Elections Committee (review of activities prior to the 
start of the assembly) 

8:00-10:00 PM PLENARY SESSION 1 - CONF ABCD 

8:50 PM *Introduction of the Election Process for Office of the Bishop of the 
North/West Lower Michigan Synod–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, Secretary, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 Scripture, Reflection, and Prayer:  Esther 4:1-14–Bishop Suzanne Darcy 
Dillahunt, Southern Ohio Synod 

9:30 PM *First Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 

11:15 PM                                    Results of First Ballot for Bishop posted at Registration Table and Online 

FRIDAY, MAY 17 

9:00 AM-Noon  PLENARY SESSION 2 – CONF ABCD 

9:10 AM *Report of Elections Committee on First Ballot for Bishop 

 All Nominees for Bishop Seeking to Withdraw Their Name Must Do So by 
11:00 AM – ASSEMBLY OFFICE, LOCATED IN THE STADIUM ROOM 



 

 

11:00 AM Scripture, Reflection, Prayer: Acts 9:1-22 –Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, 
Northwestern Ohio Synod 

11:20 AM *Second Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod, if necessary–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 

1:15-4:30 PM PLENARY SESSION 3 - CONF ABCD 

1:15 PM *Report of Elections Committee on the Second Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 

Nomination Bios for Top 7 Nominees for Bishop due by 3:15 PM, if 
necessary 

3:15 PM *Seven Nominees for Bishop (five-minute speeches), if necessary 

4:00 PM Prayer  

*Third Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod, if necessary–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 

6:00 PM Results of Third Ballot for Bishop posted at Registration Table and Online, if 
necessary 

SATURDAY, MAY 18 

8:30-11:45 AM PLENARY SESSION 4 - CONF ABCD 

8:40 AM Report of Elections Committee on the Third Ballot for Bishop, if necessary  

*Q&A for Top Three Nominees for Bishop who will be on Fourth Ballot for 
Election of Bishop, if necessary– Bishop Elections Committee 

9:25 AM Prayer  

*Fourth Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod, if necessary–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 

10:15 AM *Report of Elections Committee on the Fourth Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 

Prayer  

*Fifth Ballot for the Office of Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan 
Synod, if necessary–The Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, ELCA Secretary 

11:15 AM *Report of Elections Committee on the Fifth Ballot for Bishop, if necessary 

1:00 PM RECEPTION – IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 


