
AUTUMN LEADERSHIP EVENT
OPENING WORSHIP

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach 
us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this 
suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31
A reading from Genesis.

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with 
him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him 
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you 
bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the 
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and 
with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called 
the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 
31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 121

 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills;
  from where is my | help to come?
 2My help comes | from the Lord,
  the maker of heav- | en and earth.
 3The Lord will not let your | foot be moved
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R
 5the Lord watches | over you;
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand;
 6the sun will not strike | you by day,
  nor the | moon by night.
 7The Lord will preserve you | from all evil
  and will | keep your life.
 8The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
  from this time forth for- | evermore. R
 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5

A reading from 2 Timothy.

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that 
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every 
good work.
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 
with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up 
with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 
myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 
out your ministry fully.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice 
against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have 
no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the 
Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Day by Day 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Receive our prayer, O God
Your mercy is great…

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your 
care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
 DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,
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our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Jesus, Still Lead On 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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