
Send Foster Kids to Camp 
	  
	  

Coming into foster care can be traumatic 
for children. Even if they had been abused or 
neglected, they had a home and a family that were 
part of their self-identity. Suddenly, they were taken 
away from home and sent to live somewhere else – 
sometimes with relatives, but often with complete 
strangers. 

	  

In many cases, children in foster care are separated 
not only from their parents but also from their 
brothers and sisters, despite efforts to keep sibling 
groups together. Many professionals believe that being 
separated from siblings is even more devastating to 
children than being separated from parents. 

	  
In 2014, generous donors enabled Lutheran Social 
Services of Michigan to send 50 children to camp 
with their brothers and sisters. The children, aged 8 
to 16, spent a week at a Living Waters Ministries 
camp in Northern Michigan. For most of the 
children, it was their first camp experience. Camp 
was a huge success, with positive reports from the 
children, their caseworkers 
and the camp staff. 

	  
	  

Children and camp staff 
all reported significant 

positive change in 
children who attended 
camp for at least one 

week. 

Camp has numerous 
advantages for children. 
It can nurture 
independence, help 
a child develop 
important social skills, and increase a child’s self-esteem and 
self-confidence. According to the American Camp Association, 

camp builds personal competencies in the “four C’s:” compassion, contribution, commitment and 
character. A 2006 study showed that parents, children and camp staff all reported significant 
positive changes in positive identity; social, physical and thinking skills; and positive values and 
spirituality in children who attended camp for at least one week.1 When children return from 
camp, they are more caring, more giving and more responsible. Another benefit of camp is that 
the children can interact with counselors who are positive role models. 
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The foster children at camp not only had the opportunity to 
spend quality time with their siblings, they also met other 
children their age like themselves. They could talk freely 
about what it feels like to be in foster care, knowing that 
their bunkmates were in the same situation. By the second 
day, many children said that making new friends was the 
best thing about camp. 

	  

Most of the participants experienced living outside the city 
for the first time. They enjoyed new activities such as 
campfires, swimming, nature hikes and archery. For some, 
fishing in the lake was the highlight of the week. 
	  
As a Lutheran camp, Camp Stony Lake adds an important 
spiritual dimension to camping. The campers started every 
meal with devotions and prayers and attended worship 
services every evening. “The children experience Jesus in a 
way they can’t anywhere else,” said C.J. Clark, executive 
director of Living Water Ministries at Stoney Lake. “At camp, 
they don’t have to worry about what they’re wearing, or 
where they’re from, or who their friends are. Camp takes 
away all that junk and lets kids be loved for who they are.” 

	  

How You Can Help 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 

Please watch a short video 
to learn how this program 

helps foster kids 
attend camp, at 

http://bit.ly/fostercamp	  

	  

Every child deserves the chance to feel like a kid. This July we want to send 89 kids to camp 
Stony Lake and we'd like you to sponsor one or more of them. Each child needs a scholarship of 
$550 for one week at camp. This covers the cost of tuition, transportation, a T-shirt and an 
account in the camp canteen so they can purchase small treats. Your gift also covers the cost of 
the supplies these kids don't have: a sleeping bag, pillow, duffle bag and a flashlight, toiletries 
and so on. Some of the children don’t even own swimsuits! More importantly your help brings 
siblings together separated by foster care and provides the life-altering experience of their 
summer! With your gift of $550, you will make sure children will feel normal again and free to 
just be kids.	  

	  
To send a kid to camp, go to http://www.lssm.org/lssm/donate, click on the “Make Your Gift Now” 
button.  Enter your gift amount in the “Other” designation box.  Type in “Kids to camp” and choose 
“One Time” in Donation Frequency. Complete the form on the following page with vehicle of 
making your gift (checking, savings, credit/debit card).   
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