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A Sermon Starter for May 19

As we move closer to Ascension Day (May 30), the gospel reading for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (John 13:31-35) moves us 
from appearances of the risen Christ to sharing in his resurrected life as Jesus ascends to God (John 20:17). “Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come’” (v. 33).  

We are back with Jesus on the night before he died and we remember that glorification on the cross is the way to the 
Father for Jesus and, through Jesus, for us. And we know that Jesus is correct: when we feel left by Jesus, as the first 
disciples surely did, we look for Jesus. And Jesus tells us where to look for him: “I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

So, what does it mean to love one another as Jesus loves us? I find myself returning to the appearances of the risen 
Christ.  

•At the tomb, Jesus calls Mary Magdalene by name. We find the risen Christ when we give and receive the 
recognition and  dignity of being a beloved child of God, known by our name. That’s loving one another as Jesus 
loves us.  

•Mary Magdalene ran from the tomb and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” and told him what he 
said. We find the risen Christ when we speak to each other of Jesus. That’s loving one another as Jesus loves us.  

•On the evening of the first day of the week, Jesus said to frightening followers, “Peace be with you.” We find the 
risen Christ when we truly extend peace to one another–especially when we don’t feel or want to be at peace with 
one another–rather than extending a hearty good morning. That’s loving one another as Jesus loves us. 

• Jesus sent followers to forgive and retain sins. We find the risen Christ when we forgive each other, especially 
when forgiving is hard, when we forgive before we are ready, when the only reason we retain sins is because it is the 
only way to reconcile and restore relationship. That’s loving one another as Jesus loves us. 

• At the shore, the risen Christ gifted the disciples with both an abundance of fish and the opportunity to offer them 
as part of what Jesus himself was doing. We find the risen Christ when we operate out of a perspective of 
abundance rather than scarcity and offer what we have for what Jesus is doing. That’s loving one another as Jesus 
loves us. 

“Little children,” Jesus says, “I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me.” And Jesus tells us where to look; in 
communities that love one another as Jesus loves us. Risen from the dead, Jesus not only loves us, Jesus shows us how 
to love one another. 

So where have you found Christ risen when you looked for him in the community where you worship? How have you 
experienced loving one another as Jesus loves us? One or two of these stories would make an excellent ending to a 
sermon for this Fifth Sunday of Easter. 

Christ is risen indeed! 

The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop 
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Called to Be Living Stones in a Changing World 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 2019 
May 16-18, 2019 

Comfort Inn & Suites, Mt. Pleasant  

The North/West Lower Michigan Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America will meet in Assembly May 16-18, 2019 in Mt. 
Pleasant, MI. We are pleased to welcome Rev. Chris Boerger, 
Secretary of the ELCA as our guest from the ELCA Churchwide 
Office.  

The theme for this year’s Assembly is “Called to be Living Stones in a 
Changing World”, deriving from the Apostle Peter’s words to Christians in 

1 Peter 2:5: “You yourselves like living stones are being built as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  

Registration and Check-In will begin at 3:00pm on Thursday, May 16 at the Conference Center. We invite 
you to join us for Opening Eucharist at 6:30pm at the Conference Center. Bishop Satterlee will be 
preaching and presiding. 

In preparation for Assembly, we invite you to review the Assembly Book, which is available on the 
Assembly page of the Synod website. This book contains important information including the daily 
agendas and annual reports. View it now: https://bit.ly/2Hj3s5U 

For more information about Synod Assembly, visit the Assembly page of the Synod website:  
https://bit.ly/2If29Ho 

Fall Theological Event 

Clergy and their spouses are invited to a 
theological retreat this fall at Mackinac 
Island. Centered on the theme 
“Engaging Deitrich Bonhoeffer: 
Discipleship, Life Together, and His 
Theology of the Cross”, the keynote 
speaker will be Rev. Matthew L. Becker, 
Ph.D., Professor of Theology at 
Valparaiso University.  

This event will be held Sunday-
Thursday, October 6-8, 2019 at the 
Mission Point Resort on Mackinac 
Island. All registrations must be mailed 
to the Northern Great Lakes Synod by 
August 31, 2019.  

Learn More: https://bit.ly/2Z7ae5B 

LARC Retreat 

LARC: Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics  

Going Out Yet Not Knowing: Ministry in the Paradox of a Connected/
Disconnected Culture  

We live in the paradox of a culture that is more connected than ever 
before and yet more disconnected. The planners of the LARC Retreat 
discern the Spirit is disrupting our ways of working to challenge and 
invite us to claim new opportunites. We see a better understanding of 
the “nones”, “dones” and “spiritual but not religious”, who are 
nonetheless hungry for authentic spirituality and for social community 
grounded in shared values. Join us for a time of reflection, prayer, 
informed dialogue, and honest sharing.  

This event will be held Tuesday, October 22 - Thursday, October 24 at 
the Augustine Center of Sacramenting Monstary in Conway, MI.  

Learn More:  https://bit.ly/2E9akAF 

https://bit.ly/2Z7ae5B
https://bit.ly/2E9akAF
https://bit.ly/2Z7ae5B
https://bit.ly/2Hj3s5U
https://bit.ly/2If29Ho
https://bit.ly/2Hj3s5U
https://bit.ly/2If29Ho
https://bit.ly/2E9akAF
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Congregations in Transition 

Note:  We include congregations on the public list when the called pastor or rostered leader completes her or his ministry in the 
congregation. Thus, congregations in which the pastor has resigned but is still serving are not listed here. We also do not post 
calls that are accepted until Bishop Satterlee signs the Letter of Call.  

Bay Conference Rev. Emily Olsen, Dean

Hope/Marlette (part-time) Supply Pastors/Suspending 
call process for the 
foreseeable future

Prince of Peace/Rose City Jeff Bonn, Intentional 
Interim/Interviewing

Grace/Vassar (part-time) Paulette Cummings 
contracted through April 
2020

Faith/Saginaw Supply Pastors/Discerning 
Future: part-time or full-time

St. Peter/Unionville (part-
time)

Supply Pastors/Preparing 
MSP

Capital Area Conference Rev. Gary Bunge, Dean

St. Stephen/Lansing (part-
time)

Erick Johnson, Interim/
Interviewing

Calvary/Lansing (part-time) Supply Pastors/Discerning 
Future

Immanuel/Jackson David Eidson called to 
Southern Ohio Synod. Last 
day May 31

Greater Grand Rapids 

Conference

Rev. Julie Schneider-Thomas, 

Dean

Peace/Holland Clay Bates, Contracted 
through December/Preparing 
MSP

Immanuel/Big Rapids (part-
time)

Dennis Smith, contracted  
through August/Discerning 
Future

Kalamazoo Conference Rev. Kjersten Priddy, Dean

Stony Lake Conference Rev. Doug Ogden, Dean

Samuel/Muskegon Chris Anderson, Interim/
Suspending call process until 
Muskegon congregations 
discern their common future.

Sunrise Conference Rev. Chrisy Bright, Dean

Peace/Gaylord Gary Grieger, Interim/
Interviewing

Traverse Conference Rev. Rosanne Anderson, Dean


