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A Slow Leak
This week, I tweeted that I feel like a balloon with a
slow leak. This is a good thing. As I write this, I am
three weeks away from a 12-week sabbatical.
Thank you! As part of the sabbatical, I committed to
take a “cooldown lap,” as I do on the treadmill, so
that I slow down at the start of the sabbatical rather
than six weeks into it. So, my schedule gets a bit
lighter between now and July— “lighter” being a
relative term. And the feeling of a slow leak tells
me that I am doing what I intended to do.
The highlight of the time between now and then is
attending the ELCA National Youth Gathering in
Houston. I am very excited that Chelsey is going
with me–this will be our third Youth Gathering
together. Worshiping, learning, playing, and serving
with 40,000 young people and adults from across
our church is truly inspiring. My favorite part is
positioning myself in the hotel lobby in the evening
to watch as people return from the day. That is truly
moving. I’m excited that bishops are staying in the
same hotel as their synods. My goal is to make
enough noise in the hallway that someone comes
out to tell me to be quiet. On Friday of the
Gathering, we come together as a synod for worship
and study; I appreciate our being together in a
confined space because it is easier for me to say
hello. So, if you’re going to Houston and see me on
the street, please take the initiative and say hi!
From Houston, Chelsey and I travel to England,
where we will spend a week visiting cathedrals and
learning some Anglican history. I’ve been
privileged to tour churches in Greece, Turkey,
Jordan, Israel, Italy, and Germany, so I am very

grateful for this opportunity to see England. I hoped
to do some writing during this time, and perhaps I
will, but as the air leaks from the balloon, the
sabbath root of sabbatical speaks to me. I hope that
Cathy and I will spend as much time as possible at
our cabin in northern Michigan. I hope I can unplug
and set down my iPhone and iPad and step away
from my computer. I hope Cathy gets to drive less
for a while. I hope to be intentional about rest,
prayer, exercise, and healthy eating–a renewed
commitment I began in March. At this writing, I am
18 pounds lighter.
As I prepare for sabbatical, I regularly remind
myself, “But [Jesus] would withdraw to deserted
places and pray” (Luke 5:16). This is what it will
mean for Craig to follow Jesus for these 12 weeks. I
am convinced that pastoral sabbaticals are not
extraordinary luxuries but a necessary part of the
relationship between a pastor and congregation. I
find that pastors get the sabbatical time they need
in one of three ways: (1) congregations grant
pastors sabbatical time, (2) pastors shut down for
the time and do the minimum in an attempt to
recharge their batteries, and (3) pastors seek a new
call. And so, while I cherish this gift, I’m embracing
it as a time of renewal that will ready me to return
to this work I love in late September. I am already
looking forward to seeing you then.
Have a great summer!
The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop
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Signs of the Spirit: First Call Visions
First Call Rostered Leaders Share Their Visions for the Church
The Rev. Jane Mountain
Our Savior’s Lutheran, Muskegon

The Rev. Jennifer Michael
St. Peter, Battle Creek

I envision a Church in which elders in the church
dream dreams for the future of the church, not looking
backward to restore yesterday’s Church, but looking
forward to the Church that God is reforming by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

I have a vision of a church that refuses to be simply caretakers of a
500 year old faith tradition... A church that denies the notion of
just surviving and instead embraces the drowning and being born,
the dying and rising that is at the heart of our baptismal identity.

I envision a church in which our older dreamers learn
new leadership styles of mentoring so that they might
make space for younger leaders who see the vision of
God.
I envision a church listening to God’s Spirit and going
out into the world to find out what God is doing, so the
Church might join God’s work in today’s world.
I envision a Church that is resilient because the Holy
Spirit has washed over us in the waters of our baptism,
and we are made new in Christ.

The Rev. Ryan Prondzinski
Christ, Michigan Center
“I have visions of a church...”
...that leaves blessings behind wherever it goes.
Blessings beyond Sunday mornings and service
projects.
Blessings that ﬂow from faith lived out day-to-day.
Blessings that build relationships and foster a people
of prayer and praise.
Blessings that infect people with the hope of the
crucified and risen Christ.
Blessings that promote vulnerability and authenticity,
and deepens faith and creates disciples
Blessings where God’s people don’t just feed the
hungry with bread, but with every word from the
mouth of God.
Blessings where the body of Christ is renewed, one
relationship at a time.

The Rev. Dan Schewe
Trinity, Grand Rapids
I have a vision of a church that is defined by the
infectious love that oozes out of every pour of who we
are;
Which draws everyone to each other, all of creation,
and toward God who is the source of that love.

I have a vision of a church that rejects complacency... a church
that is uncomfortable simply waiting within sanctuary walls for
someone to come to us so we can preach the Gospel to them.
I have a vision of a church that is not turned inward but instead is
led by the Holy Spirit out into the community convinced that
Jesus meets us there!
I have a vision of a church that energizes people to be like the
apostles who went where the need was and kept moving and kept
sending.
I have a vision of a church that lives not for yesterday but lives for
Christ today, in the shifting realities of what it means to be a
disciple in the 21st century... and a church that lives in bold
confidence that the Gospel is really true!

The Rev. Emily Olsen
Christ the King, Gladwin
I envision a church which no longer defines itself in terms of
things which, though important, are always subject to change
given time and circumstance. Things like average worship
attendance, member age, financial stability, pastor personality,
caliber and type of music.
Instead, I envision a church which draws its breath and receives
its name from the very Gospel of Jesus which calls this church
into being moment by moment.
I envision a church which speaks this gospel and lives this gospel
day in and day out: in work, in play, in service, in rest, in sorrow, in
joy, in worship.
I envision a church, which, when confronted with brokenness and
uncertainty, (as the church will always be confronted) time and
time again finds its hope and finds its salvation in that same
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We thank these leaders for sharing their visions with the
Mitten Synod!
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Synod Finances

You Matter 2018

as of May 31, 2018

$ 115,596

Year to Date
Revenue and Support
Mission Support

$ 452,138

We invite all rostered ministers and
their families to you us for the annual
You Matter Event. This year’s event will
be held at Potter Park Zoo on July 14.

$ 22,613
$ 138,209

Other
Total

$ 83,825
$ 535,963

Register now: https://bit.ly/2Ii3PQf

May
Expenses
Support to ELCA
Other
Total

$ 57,598
$ 126,385
$ 183,983

Year to Date
Expenses
Support to ELCA
Other
Total

$ 226,069
$ 359,658
$ 585,727

Net Assets Released
from Restriction

$

Net Assets Released
from Restriction

$

Net Change
in Fund Balance

$ (45,774)

Net Change
in Fund Balance

$ (49,764)

May
Revenue and Support
Mission Support
Other
Total

0

0

Synod Assembly 2018
Thank you to everyone who attended and
participated in Synod Assembly! We invite you to
take a brief 2-3 minute survey about your
experience.
Take the Survey: https://bit.ly/2JD1Erb

Save the Date for Fall Events!
Autumn Leadership Event
October 15-17, 2018
Rostered ministers are invited to save
the date for the 2018 Autumn Leadership
Event hosted by the Southeast Michigan
Synod.

LARC Retreat
October 23-25, 2018
This year’s retreat is titled “Memory &
Hope: Ecumenical Dialogue Past to
Future” and will be held at the Augustine
Center of the Sacramenting Monastery
in Conway, MI.

Upcoming Events

June
June
27-30

July
ELCA Youth
Gathering

Houston, TX

July 14

You Matter Event

Lansing, MI

For information on these events and more, be sure to read our weekly update emails
and visit the events section on our website.
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Congregations in Transition
Note: We include congregations on the public list when the called pastor or rostered leader completes her or his ministry in the
congregation. Thus, congregations in which the pastor has resigned but is still serving are not listed here. We also do not post
calls that are accepted until Bishop Satterlee signs the Letter of Call.
Bay Conference

Rev. Emily Olsen, Dean

Kalamazoo Conference

Rev. Kjersten Priddy, Dean

Hope/Marlette (part-time)

Supply Pastors/Awaiting a
candidate

Messiah/Constantine

Tom Pederson, Interim/
Congregational Meeting 7/22

Prince of Peace/Rose City

Jeff Bonn, Intentional Interim

Savior/Kalamazoo

Grace/Vassar (part-time)

Supply Pastors/Awaiting a
candidate

Andrew Tengwell called to
Minnesota

St. Paul’s/Au Gres

Supply Pastors/Exploring
Cooperative Ministry with
Grace/East Tawas

Stony Lake Conference

Rev. Doug Ogden, Dean

Samuel/Muskegon

Chris Anderson, interim/
Preparing MSP

St. Timothy/Midland (parttime)

Gerald Ferguson,
administrative pastor/
Entering cooperative
ministry with Trinity/
Midland

Sunrise Conference

Rev. Chrisy Bright, Dean

Peace/Gaylord

Thomas Mammoser retiring
8/1

St. Paul/Alpena

Shirley Ross Jones retiring
9/1

Traverse Conference

Rev. Rosanne Anderson, Dean

St. Paul’s/Reed City

Dawn Pooley retiring June
2018/Preparing MSP

Augustana/Tustin

Supply Pastors/Awaiting a
candidate

Trinity/Midland (part-time)

Associate Pastor/CALL
ACCEPTED: Megan Crouch
(MN)

Capital Area Conference

Rev. Gary Bunge, Dean

St. Stephen/Lansing

Erick Johnson, Interim/
Preparing MSP

Greater Grand Rapids
Conference

Rev. Julie Schneider-Thomas,
Dean

Peace/Holland

Justin Walker called to
Christ/Wyoming

Mamrelund/Kent City

Matt Deames, Intentional
Interim/Congregational
Meeting 6/24

Christ/Wyoming

Polly Standley, Interim/CALL
ACCEPTED: Justin Walker

