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When Words Fail…

I write to figure out what I think. In a week of 
shootings and death, when I have a newsletter 
article due and have run out of words to say, have 
run out of even words to pray, I went back to my 
book, When God Speaks Through Worship, a book 
that I’ve been giving congregations when I visit, to 
figure out what I think about this having no words 
to pray.  So here they are adopted for today… 

We have all offered the prayers that Paul talks 
about. Paul writes, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 
too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26-27).  In 
those moments, we come to our God with empty 
hands and broken hearts. Laden with doubts and 
questions, outrage and anguish, we futilely fumble 
as we form our words. In truth we fail at finding the 
words to say, at finding the words to pray. We are so 
numb, or so empty, or so confused that we simply 
cannot find the words. We just don’t know what to 
say. We do not know how to pray as we ought.  

In worship, Jesus teaches us to pray through 
hymns sung and scripture proclaimed, through the 
peace shared and the sacrament received. I saw it 
just a few Sundays ago in Big Rapids. The Spirit 
using what we do in worship to intercede for us, to 
help us to pray, to pray for and with us. And God 
does more than teach and help us to pray. When we 
do something as simple as dare to sing a song 
when every fiber of our being wants to remain 
silent, God hears our prayer and God responds. God 
tangibly assures us we are not alone,  the pain will 
not overcome us, we can dare to hope,  and that 
there will be life. 

When you’re feeling empty, go to  worship. Leave all 
your expectations at the door save one–that Jesus 
will fill you up and you will have a least one word–
thank you. 

Your Bishop,  

The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop 

July 2016
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Vacation Bible School Outreach 

By Pastor David Sprang 

As I sit contemplating my July newsletter article, I am in my 
Immanuel, Mt. Pleasant office and VBS has just ended for the 
day. Children from the apartment complex next door are 
walking back home singing VBS songs.  

One of the most effective and energetic outreach ministries 
the Christian Church does these days is Vacation Bible 
School. It is one of the times when we invite our neighbors 
in and make them feel at home. In many places VBS is also a 
cooperative effort between local ELCA congregations, and/or 
ecumenical partners. It is a great example of community 
outreach and cooperative ministry.  

As your congregation experiences Vacation Bible School this summer, here are some suggestions to 
strengthen the outreach and impact: 

- Follow up on the kids that attend. Invite them to other events that might bring them and their 
families into a relationship with the church 

- Be welcoming and understanding. Know that many children in the neighborhood will not 
know what a church is, and will not know denominational differences or traditions 

- Let them know God loves them. The primary purpose of VBS is not to get more families so they 
can help pay the bills. The purpose of VBS is to introduce people to the love of Jesus 

- Have a family celebration sometime during the event. Provide a time you can meet the 
parents. Have the music be lively and the hospitality genuine 

- Make it fun. VBS is a time to be creative and fun. Puppets, costumes, games, stories, and food 
makes VBS work 

- Have nutritious food. Many of the kids coming to VBS may participate in supplemental food 
programs at schools, and in the summer may not eat a 
regular breakfast or lunch. And Lutherans have a talent for 
food! 

- Give the pastor opportunities to have fun with the kids. Let 
the kids build a relationship with the pastor so when they 
see the pastor out on the streets around the church, or 
other places in town, they will connect that pastor with the 
church 

- Have other activities to invite the neighborhood. Our 
churches have communities and contexts. Isolation from 
those communities and context will lead to the church’s 
demise. Many of the contexts where our congregations 
reside have changed in this current generation. It takes 
work to re-engage the context 

Have fun as you reach out! 

Pastor Sprang  



Bishop’s Newsletter July 2016

Companion Synod Bishop Visiting Michigan!   

Bishop Jack Urame, Head (Presiding) Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea, is 
coming to Michigan August 2-5. The North/West Lower Michigan Synod has been a companion synod 
with Papua New Guinea for more than 30 years. We have been blessed with being able to send and receive 
guest to help us build our partnership.  

Bishop Urame was elected Head Bishop in January of this year and Rev. David Sprang, Assistant the 
Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission was able to join the ELCA delegation in PNG for Bishop 
Urame’s installation. Bishop Urame accepted an invitation from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton to 
attend this year’s churchwide assembly in New Orleans, and has agreed to come early and visit the four 
synods that directly relate to the ELC-PNG, including Virginia, North Carolina, Michigan, and Missouri. We 
are fortunate to have him with us for 3 days.  

The events listed at churches are open to all. The format will include worship, a meal, and time for 
questions and answers. Please come and greet Bishop Urame and learn more about our partners in Christ 
in Papua New Guinea.  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 Wednesday, Aug. 3 
 11:00 a.m. – Synod Eucharist – Synod Office/St. Stephen, Lansing 
   Bishop Urame – Preacher 
   noon luncheon (free will offering), Q and A time 
 3:30 p.m.  -  Meet with Global Mission Committee 
 Thursday, Aug 4 
 10:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer – Zion Cadillac 
   Q and A time, lunch –pig roast at Cadillac Senior Living 
 6:00 p.m. -  Potluck dinner, Q and A, and Evening Prayer at 
   Faith, Grand Rapids 

Synod Finances  
as of May 31, 2016 

  May      Year to Date 
  Income      Income 
  Mission Support $ 116,998  Mission Support $  417,830 
  All Other Income $   14,899  All Other Income $   94,732 
  Total Income  $  131,897  Total Income  $  512,562 

  Expenses     Expenses 
  Support to ELCA $    58,499  Support to ELCA $  208,915  
  All Other Expenses $    85,126  All Other Expenses $  285,167 
  Total Expenses  $   143,625  Total Expenses  $  494,082 

  Plus Net Assets Released     1,936                 8,734 
  From Restricted funds 
  Balance +/-           -  $       9,792  Balance +/-              +  $  27,214 
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Grace Gathering  

The Grace Gathering will be held in partnership with the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in New 
Orleans Aug. 10-13. The gathering will bring people together from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. Participants will see the church in action, worship with Churchwide Assembly voting 
members, engage in experiential learning, and attend a variety of workshops that will equip 
congregations and synods with tools to prepare for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. 

The partnership of the Grace Gathering and the 2016 Churchwide Assembly will provide a place for all 
members to prepare for the Reformation anniversary – which is an opportunity to rejoice in the life-
giving, liberating power of the gospel – by connecting, reflecting on and discovering ways the 
Reformation continues to guide us today. 

Registration closes July 17! Register Now: www.ELCA.org/GraceGathering. 

Reformation 500: A Pilgrimage of Remembering 

12 Days Lutherland and Italy 
May 1-12, 2017 

Hosted by Sister Nancy Brousseau, OP and The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Bishop, Ph.D. 

Visiting Berlin, Wittenberg, Eisleben, Erfurt, Eisenach, Munich, Venice, Florence, Rome, and the Vatican 
City with a Papal Audience. 

Learn more and register: http://mittensynod.org/news/2017-luther-trip-to-germany-and-rome/ 

August 

Aug 3 Synod 
Eucharist with 
Bishop Urame

St. Stephen’s, Lansing

Aug 4 Morning Prayer 
with Bishop 
Urame 

Pig Roast with 
Bishop Urame

Zion, Cadillac 

Cadillac Senior Living

July 

July 
17

Last Day to 
Register for 
Grace Gathering

Upcoming Events 

For information on these events and more, be sure to read our weekly update emails and 
visit the events section on our website. 

http://mittensynod.org/news/2017-luther-trip-to-germany-and-rome/
http://mittensynod.org/news/2017-luther-trip-to-germany-and-rome/
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fgracegathering&srcid=90135&srctid=1&erid=16766481&trid=401b031f-8dd4-41d9-89a2-c53b8b3c79b6
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fgracegathering&srcid=90135&srctid=1&erid=16766481&trid=401b031f-8dd4-41d9-89a2-c53b8b3c79b6
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Congregations in Transition 

Note:  We include congregations on the public list when the called pastor or rostered leader completes her or his ministry in the 
congregation. Thus, congregations in which the pastor has resigned but is still serving are not listed here. We also do not post 
calls that are accepted until Bishop Satterlee signs the Letter of Call.  

Bay Conference Rev. Dan Stoneback, Dean

Trinity/Midland Carol Bjork, Interim 
Pastoral Assistant/CALL 
ACCEPTED: Danielle 
Sheally, Installation 8/21

Faith/Saginaw Paul Neuchterlein, Interim

Our Savior/Saginaw Ann Grady (ECUSA), 
Intentional Interim

Resurrection/Saginaw Barbara and Tim Bender, 
Interim

Capital Area Conference Rev. Gary Bunge, Dean

All Saints/Mason John Schleicher, Interim/
CALL ACCEPTED: Christin 
Fawcett (Good Shepherd, 
Holland)

Christ/Michigan Center Erick Johnson, Stated 
Supply/CALL ACCEPTED: 
Ryan Prondzinski (Luther 
Seminary Graduate)

University/East Lansing

Greater Grand Rapids 
Conference

Rev. Julie Schneider-
Thomas, Dean

Faith/Sidney Betsy Kamphuis, 
Administrative Pastor

Good Shepherd/Holland Supply Pastors

Grace/Hastings Paul Kuhlman, Intentional 
Interim

Zion/Woodland Polly Standley, Intentional 
Interim

Jack Pine Conference Rev. Bill Huether, Dean

Immanuel/Big Rapids Bob Garrels and Jerry 
Schweitzer, Stated Supply

Kalamazoo Conference Rev. Kari Fast, Dean

St. Peter/Battle Creek Cheryl Johnson, Stated 
Supply/Awaiting 
Candidates

Immanuel/Allegan Paul Kehnle, Stated 
Supply. Dean Beckwith, 
Pastoral Care

Prince of Peace/Portage Jim Foster, Interim/
Interviewing

Stony Lake Conference Rev. Doug Ogden, Dean

Immanuel/Muskegon Jack Ferra, Interim

St. Luke/Muskegon Jack Ferra, Interim

Sunrise Conference Rev. Chrisy Bright, Dean

St. Thomas/Cheboygan Mike Kemper, Interim/
CALL ACCEPTED: David 
Heuther, Installation 9/18

Spruce Chrisy Bright, 
Administrative Pastor/
Interviewing

St. James/Millersburg and 
Trinity/Ocqueoc

Supply Pastors/CALL 
ACCEPTED: Jeff Bonn, 
Installation 7/23

Traverse Conference Rev. Kent Lee, Dean

Feast of Victory/Acme Matt Deames, Intentional 
Interim/Interviewing

Calvary/Elk Rapids Supply Pastors/Preparing 
to receive candidates

Bethany/Kaleva Fred and Ruth Overdier, 
Interim/CALL ACCEPTED: 
Zachary Nelson

Advent/Lake Ann Chrysanne Timm, 
Transitional Pastor

Bethany/Northport Supply Pastors/
Interviewing


